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0 complain or the * of 

public revenue, to rail at the pre- 
ſent profeſſors. of power — to la- 

ment the paſt, and conceive extra- 
vagant hopes of the future, are the common 
diſpoſitions of the greateſt part of mankind; 
_ who, perhaps, from a conſciouſneſs of the cor- 
ruption of their own hearts, as well as a jea- 
louſy in being precluded as ſharers in the 
loves. and fiſbes, too often form the grounds 
of their complaint; yet, though theſe humours 
have exiſted in all times—all times have not been 
| alike —it is the province g pate enquiry 
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to diſtinguiſh that complaint, which marks the 
general depravity of human nature, from that 
which is wrung from the honeſt heart in the 
hour of oppreſſion, tyranny, and peculation. 

Nobody, I believe, will conſider it merely 
as the language of ſpleen, or diſappointment, 
to ſay there is ſomething particularly alarming 
in the preſent conjuncture of Eaſt India affairs; 
there is hardly a-man from the country pro- 
prietor, who knows no more of the ſtare of 
the company than giving his affent to bis 
quarterly dividend, to the moſt penetrating 
and ſagacious, who will not party join in this 
aſſertion, and at leaſt ſay -« Something ſhould 
be done; for, indeed, what man of reaſon and 
humanity can hold any other language, when . 
your. government abroad is at once dreaded 
and contemned. — When your laws c 
themſelves from being the edicts of william þ 
and juſtice, to the exactions of tyranny and 
plunder — when rank, office and title, with 
all the ſolemn plauſibilities of the world, are 
degraded and diſhonoured, when nothing, but 
ſeparate intereſts and confuſion prevail, when 
the dependencies of - yaur. ſervants, are. well 
nigh thrown off — and when no ſhadow, of 
25 I unanimity 


H 
unanimity remains, ſave an uniform ſyſtem of 
oppreſſion, robbery, and murder. 5 
Though I could blacken the whole of theſe. 
pages, and even theſe would be unſufficient to 
particulariſe the ſeveral degrees of barbarity 


acted by your ſervants abroad ſhall ſpare 
the horrid detail they are as well known by 
the world as they have been felt by the unhap- 
py ſufferers ; and that they were particularly: 
known to you in their moſt odious lights, ap- 
pear upon your own books in two inſtances *, 
perhaps the moſt horrid, and derogatory to the 
common principles of juſtice that ever 3 
the annals of Chriſtianity. 

But before I proceed farther, it may be bers 
aſked (and ro a perſon totally unacquainted 
with the affairs of direction, with ſome plau- 
My too) why I ſhould apply myſelf parti- . 


* The Steed an old woman he had been 8 
to give an aceount upon oath of all the acts of gallantry 
 fhe had been guilty of in her youth, and fined for each a 
certain number of rupees. The other, a woman with 
child, who was murdered, and though the fact was ſuffi- 
eiently proved by two evidences, yet by a cavil of the Ma- 
homedan law, which requires a certain number of people 
to be * the ann. was . 
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cularly to you, who are only the preſident of 
a body, and conſequently entitled to no other 
privilege than that of a caſting voice amongſt 
twenty three other directors? But I will ap- 
peal to any proprietor who has in any reſpect 
paid the leaſt attendance to general courts— 
whether he does not evidently ſee you are the 
great mover of this miachine ? — that'all- the 


gqueſtions carried either originate from you, or 


have your hearty concurrence. That you have 
ſilenced. the calculation of Manſhip — the tongue 
of Dempſter, together with the zerritorial. and 
plauſible knowledge of Sulivan. — In ſhort, I 


will appeal to the candour of his breaſt—whe-_ 


ther he does not ſee, in the moſt plain and 
legible manner imaginable, the full effects of 
your over - ruling influence in every the minu- 
teſt article of directorial department. 

From ſuch glaring conviction then, on my 
5 ſide, with others, which I ſhall ſhew by the 
way—T. am grounded, beyond the poſſibility 
of a miſtake, in addrefſing myſelf to you on 
this occaſion, and conſidering you, and you 
alone, as the perſon whom I am to call to ac- 


count, as a man, forthe miſeries of my fellow 


creatures, as a proprietor, for the plunder of 


my property. jw 
7 Nor 


a 4 
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Nor, upon due conſideration, will the ſha- 
dow of temerity lie with me on this account. 
When the affairs of a great commercial company 
are diſconnected, and confuſed, like thoſe of 
the nation, private people are, by the ſpirit 
of all laws, juſtified in ſtepping out of their 
ordinary ſphere ; — at that time they enjoy a 
privilege of more than idle lamentation over 
what has been done, or doing; *tis theirs to 
ſearch narrowly, and reaſon mgnfully ; and if 
they ſhould be ſo fortunate to diſcover the, au- 
thor of their misfortunes — © no place fo 
| holy” — no fortune ſo extenſive, ſhould ſcreen 
ſuch a delinquent from being dragged to the 
notice to the reſentment, of an 1 1/0 
public. 

Having ſaid thus Ss 1 hall n enter 
into ſome, parts of your directional conduct; 
wherein, as I ſhall nothing extenuate, ſo J 
ſhall not ſet down ought in malice.“ 

When the complaints of the peculations of 
1 ſervants, with their ſubverſion of all law, 
order, and humanity, had firſt reached your 
ears, as chairman of the direction, you can in- 
form the world better than I can; but that you 

. called upon ſo far * as the year 1770, 


| me 
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j you cannot deny. Governor Johnfon, Mr. 


Creighton, and Mr. Dempſter, (which laſt gen 
tleman has probably, by this time, forgot he 
ever differed with you in opinion) were bold 
in theirdeſcriptions of the miſeries of their fel- 
low creatures abroad — but as theſe declama- 
tions were uſually made in general courts called 
for other purpoſes, you artfully availed your. 
ſelf of their informality — by either calling 
to the queſtion, or at moſt, when hard preſt, 
giving a ſhort anſwer ** that an enquiry ſhould 
be ſoon made Into thoſe abuſes, and that the 
preliminaries were already in train!“ 
Mr. Purling ſueceeded to your chair, not 
becauſe you wanted intereſt to ſupport it lon- 
ger (unfortunately for the proprietors, they feel 
an overgrown fortune outweighs every conſidera- 
tion of merit) but becauſe the laws are po- 
fitive no chairman ſhall ſet above three years 
ſucceſſively, in that office; and here when one 
comes to conſider the perilous fituation of fo 
many millions of ſuffering people — (and if we 
except the famine which for ſome time raged in 
Bengal) not ſuffering from caſualties, or out- 
ward ſtrokes of Providence, but from the ra- 
pacity and cruelty of your ſervants, one would 
e 


MEE 


ebene eee eee 
a concern, could poſſibly intorvena to poſtpone, 
even for an inſtant, the examination of a 
| work ſo neceſſary for the intereſts of the com- 
pany—ſo. congenial to the rights of humanity; 
— but notwithſtanding the force of theſe/pow- 
erful claims — they paſſed unnoticed, till Mr. 
Purling's direQorſhip. was out, and you * 
cended the chair once more. 
At that period the proprietors: . ths 
morous —the relief they expected from par- 
liament, together with the further informa· | 
tion, which they were led to think they might 
gather from the reports of the ſelect committee: 
appointed by the houſe of commons to enquire 
into Eaſt India affairs, were vaniſhed; This“ 
laſt affair indeed had for ſome time taken poſ- 
ſeſſion of their minds, and detered them from 
ſtiring till the examination was over, and till 
conſequently their grounds were enlarged. 
But how miſerably were their views diſappoint- 
ed! This fly- trap of ſtate, however gorgeouſſy 
fitted up, and painted from without, had no 
ſolid furniture within; and though oortuption 
was to be tumbled from it's throne, as At6 was: 
from heaven, notwithſtanding it's being pro- 
n | A tec 
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tected with all the riches of the Eaſt, and the 
dignity of a Lord — yet, after a pompous exa- 
mination of ſeveral weeks, they were repaid with- 
nothing more than a dry detail of unintereſting 
queſtions and anſwers, without having either 
their views e, or = ___ gs 
brought home. 8 
© Theſe proſpects em at once, — 


the ſpirit of the proprietors — a few anecdotes 


had reached the ears of ſome of the moſt in- 
telligent, and feeling people outſide the bar, 
and were communicated by them to a everit 
court. When theſe anecdotes, (though upon 
your books for ſome months) became public 
— humanity recoiled at them they were 

ſuch as would have diſgraced this country in 


15 it's original barbariſm. Every man, ſave 


yourſelf, and dependents, found himſelf cried 
upon by every claim he had to that epithet, to 
reſent ſuch injuries. They did ſo, and col- 
lectively, with a voice not to be reſiſted, called 
aloud for juſtice and reformation. This ge- 
neral attack was not to be got over but 
here, with your uſual cunning, you made a 
merit af neceſſity, and, with a ſeeming ſhew of 
candour, called a court officially for this pur- 
7 in the month of Auguſt laſt. - 
When 


11 


-' When this court was called, you roſe up, and, 
with all the affectation of feeling for what was 
done, told the proprietors, :<* that the miſeries, 
and impoſitions on the people in Bengal, Fort 
St. George, and Bombay, were ſuch as called 
aloud for redreſs —:and that the cauſe; of con- 
vening them on that occaſion, was to put a ſtop 
to thoſe iniquitous practices, by ſending out a 
ſuperintending commiſſion.” Here, indeed, you 
atteinpted to enter into the immediate neceſ- 
firy of this meaſure, by ſlating the increaſing 
expences of the military and forts ing thoſe 
parts ; the building of the latter, you ſaid, 
in che courſe of three years, amounted to above 
'B00,090k.- That there were ſome taxes impoſed 
on che people by the-company's ſervants, which 
-were. never accounted: for, or carried to. their 
credit, particularly the Mutou and Bajar du- 
ties, which brought a, conſiderable reenye, 
anda which were only applied: as, objects of 
plundet. That the adminiſtration. ene 
was even in a much Worſes ſtage ate than chat of 8 
commerotia for that the moſt; wanton, and dr. 
bitraty alte capricio 2 al law: and 
equity, foNEh Ng. 5 Ons 130 0 Ban 


ern 


— 0 


0 | 1 a 


[ x0 1 
That the court of ditectore, Anden fully 
ſenſible of all theſe grievances (and no wonder 
feeling them for near two years) wiſhed to have 
chis matter freely diſcuſſed by the / proprietors 
at large; and, for this purpoſe, they had te- 
duced wad EI the TIED 88 
poſitione £94 eee "11:47; 
That the econ 9 agree ah the 
court of directors, that a ſuperintending com- 
miſßon be immediately ſent out, to correct the 
abuſes carrying Wo a Fort ed 
and Bombay? e e 10 E 420 
- "This Tpeech beds with ene 
ſome, and ſeeonded by other well: meaning. 
proprietors, who to it for granted you had 
regulated your words by the pulſes of your 
Hedtr5” but thoſe whoknew you beſt were not 
m0 be duped in this manner they ſaw, that 
| 'oher” the pretenee” of regulating diſorders 
Abroad, you had rebel to enrich fome needy 
depebdent- of 'your'vwn, by ſending them-ogt 
ſupervitörs, or -cotpttollers;” and by giving 
them every latitüude, Hom am unmted ex- 
tepſtön of powers to enrich thenſetves by 
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arguments were forcible, and inelligen, and 
were ſubſtantially-as:follow:- - + - ++ 
_ - 6 Thiscommiſſion (faid the oppaitinn) a 
illegal and inexpedient. It is illegal, becauſe 
the company has no authority to grant ſuch 
unlimited power to any of it's ſervants. The 
preſidents and councils of your ſettlements in 
India are the higheſt authority that you can 
eſtabliſh in that quarter of the world ; for they 
| derive their power not only from you, but 
likewiſe, from the legiſlature, which has en- 
acted laws ſpecifying their number, and the 
extent of their juriſdiction. Since then, they 
are eſtabliſhed by ſtatute, can you annul them, 
by granting to any ſet of men a power para- 
mount to them all? By no means, All, that 
ydu can da, is to diveſt them of their office, 
and appoint others, equal in number, in their 
room: To theſe you can delegate all the 
power of which you are e a 
poſſeſſed, and no more.. 
- To theſe other W which Ame Y 
great knowledge and intimacy with your ſet- 
tlements abroad, were added, and which I am 
| induced, from the utility they . ſtill pro- 
8 to recapitulate. bo "Privzerth 
5 C 2 5 That 
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That, previous to the inveſtiture of any ſet 
of men with power, a complete ſurvey of all 
the lands ſhould be made, and the country pro- 
perly divided; for ds the complaints lay prin- 
cipally againſt the collectors of your duties, 
the remedy ſhould be there applied, that each 
village and diſtrict fhould be aſſeſſed in ſuch 
manner as the natives ſnould beſt agree on 
themſelves, the whole to be paid into the 
hands of collectors, who ſhould receive certain 
ſalaries for their trouble. This mode, proper- 
- y eſtabliſhed, it was urged, would be a means 
of relieving the country greatly, it would af- 
ford handſome ſalaries to collectors, yet bring 
a: greater, more certain, and more chearfully 
contributed revenue to the government, than 
what has ever been done before ; the people 
would thus likewiſe. know what they had to 
pay, and if too highly aſſeſſed, on a proper 
repteſentation to the board of revenue, could 
have their grievances properly attended to. 
It was likewiſe urged, (that ſuch, a regula- 
tion would lead to another matter of no ſmall 
importance - the inveſtments of the company; 
for as the manufacturers in general were the 
cultivators of the land, the tent may be ta- 


—_— 
ken in goods; nor could foreign nations com- 


plain of this mode, were the tenants prohibi- 
ted from ſelling them till the rent of their 


grounds were paid; to this then ſhould be ad- 


ded open markets, under proper regulations, 
where W mou have free Te to 
traffic. 

The very ſenfible and ;odicious * do- 
ſed ſome time ſince by Mr. Dow, enlarged 
and adopted by Mr. Pattullo, was likewiſe 
'remarked upon as a very rational ſcheme, pro- 
vided it could but be ſanctioned by government. 
The company, and the nation, they ſaid, they 
were perſuaded, would find infinite advan- 
tages from it, and that it would make Bengal, 
in particular, flouriſh above every other coun- 
try in Aſia; nor would the execution of it, 
under the ſanction of a Britiſh act of * 
ment, be difficult or viſionary.“ | 
In this conciſe, this diſtinct, and intelligent ; 
manner, did the independent proprietors 
point out methods for the relief of grievances 

in Bengal —Grievances which they aſſerted, 
though deſperate, far from being incurable; 
for though they admitted that the people there 
: vere, of late, much worſe off than they were 


formerly 


t 34 1 
Ways aa theit own native ſoveteigns, 
yer they could readily perceive, with a little 
fut policy and good management, they may 
dot only ſoon be relieved, but IO * 
| W Des grounds. 
Numerous laws, they faid, e 
of, and ſome perhaps found it their particular 
Intereſt to echo this doctrine dut theſe would, 
by no means, anſwer the purpoſe, ſo well as 
a few, clear and diſtinct laws, framed in the 
Ipleie of equity and judgment, and adapted 
to the meridian of the country. It would be 
always found the beſt policy not to vex, or 
perplex them with wire drawn ideal fyſtems, 
*unſuitable to their genius and climate, and 
Which could never fail of diſguſting the gene- 
'rality of a people, who are naturally indolent, 
and whoſe minds are not much enlarged, 
whilſt it would give ample opportunities to 
"the artful and deſigning to practiſe with ſuc- 
ceſs the reigning vices of the e nen 
"and peculation.. 
What ought fit and moſt neceſhrily to 
be done in reſpect to the laws, they. ſaid, ſhould 
be after finiſhing the ſurvey of the country, 
to, 2 as exact an account as 12 of the 
| ander | 


9 to a-work of ſuch importance. 
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number of inhabitants, their occupations, a = 


poſſeſſons. Pretty jut computations of the = 
produce of the ground may be made at the 
ſame time, if proper methods were taken with 
chat intention: when cheſe were obtained, it 
would be no difficult matter to divide, aod ſub- 
divide, the country inte proper, diſtricts nn 
diviſions, where eourts of progreſſive authority, 
at prmper diſtances, -mdy»beeftabliſhed,: termi» 
nating in a provincial cours (except iq matters 
of ö nan che appeal 
be made 10 Kagland. Air ved oidrBrrs 
That for the pradicer ef thoſe; courts.6 

never ſhould deconſtzuted,,. which could 
cept by perſons on the ſpot, diltinguiſhes for 
their knowledge, humanity, and diſcretion, who 
ſhould delicate their time, en mapa 
8 75 21 
Much therefote bawelbey Jar? left 90 
ay made arnenable to W ae juclgen; and 


of which may be made anfwerable for their 
conduct, not vchilſt in office; but before they 

Fhoulddepare the toy which agcvuB 
9 9 both 
es | A | | 


. yr = . 
8 and all Europeans in power, and 
ſtation, ſhould not be permitted to leave it, 
till a” certain time after their having quitted 
their employments, and their receding to the 
condition of private perſons. On this” princi- 
ple none would be afraid to ſue, and have 
either juſtice obtained upon them there, or 
-proefs regiſtered in à regular manner, ſo as to 
appeur againſt them elſe. where with effect. 

As tlie people were not naturally ſinguinary = 
uin their. diſpoſition; but rather fbarful, and 
7 tractable, they. without much reluctanee, ſub · 

mit to the Will ef heir rulers; unleſs: when 

puſned too hard and even then their remedy 
is not oppoſition,” but a flight to the neateſt 
neighbourhood, hen there is 4 proſpect of 
altering their condition for the better: 
this account capital puniſhments ſhould very 
rarely be inflicted on them, and that only for 
a few crimes; for though, according to our 
reaſoning, they may be juſt, yet no reaſoning 
could ever induce them to think, ſo many 
capital puniſhments as are in our laws, hy any 


dliſhed in this country, they urged, it vd be 
5504 33 5 ; 15 of 
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| of excellent ſervice; they then could never | 
repine at their judgments, as the ſuppoſition 
would always lie, they were directed by candopr 
and impartiality ; befide, it would ſo change 
| the whole face of the preſent abſolute manner 

of deciſion for the better, that they would 
adopt it with all the tranſports of a guardian 
law, calculated to mediate between them, and 
_ preſent iron law givers. - . | 

To theſe regulations was finally propoſed 
a mode of deciding property, by adopting a 
cuſtom of their own, time immemorial, and 
which, with propriety, and advantage, may be 
eſtabliſhed into a law, and that was deciding their | 


. differences by arbitration; a mode always con- 


genial to the ſentiments of a people unde - 
bauched by the quirks of the law, and which 
would by no means diſcredit the moll enlight- 
ened country in the moſt enlightened age. To 
eſtabliſh this, therefore, under proper regu- 
lations, ſo as not to interfere with their parti- 
cular cafts and religions, would be highly r- 
| viceable, and the more ſo, as it would be flat- 
tering their own underſtandings, by adopting 
4 law, to which they were originally accuſ- 
tomed to, and to which they eb ſubmitted 
with * 


"a Such 


* 
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[ 287] | 
Such were the arguments which your pro- 
poſal gaye birth to the firſt court day; but 
you artfully perceiving. your ſcheme; was not 
then ripe enough to carry into execution, bad 
the day ſpun out in futile, replies, and digreſ- 
five rejoinders, till it became - neceſſary to 


| _poſtpone the further conſideration, of it till 
the Wedneſday following. 


On that day the train was properly lad, 
both behind and before the bar — Sir James 
Hodges, that redoubted knight of adventure, 
who ſeems gifted by nature with all the qua- 


8 ties of an inferior Machiavel, was prepared 
to ſtrengthen the adjourned queſtion by an 


amendment, which at once unmaſked the de- 


po | ſign of direction, by ſhewing the degree of 
power they wanted to ſhare i in it. He accord- 


| Ingly opened the debate by propoſing is fol- 


lowing amendment : .. 
<« And that it be fond to 45 penn of l. 


rectors to prepare ſuch commiſſion — recom- 
mend proper perſons to carry the ſame into 
execution, and report their en 10 3 
| general court. | 

- . The proprietors icquainted with ou = 
art, and who dreaded ſomething. concealed un- 
der the ſpecious appearance of the candor 7 


profelſed 


- », 


b 


profeſſed on the firſt general court, now had 


and with great propriety, that the queſtion, 


the laſt court day; char it was now rendered 
complex, as involving propoſitions together, 


kept ſeperate; that they underſtood, from 
your ſpeech on the opening of the buſineſs, 


that there was an endeavour to ſurpriſe the 


than either the firſt queſtion, or their own ſen- 
timents (as echoed by you) implied; chat it 
was likewiſe highly neceſſary to determine on 
the meaſure itſelf, | before any power ſhould 
be given to proceed to the nomination of men, 
nor could the expediency of ſuch an extraor- 
dinary commiſſion be clearly aſſented to, or 
denied, - till-it ſhould appear, whether a regu- 
lar, and well. digeſted plan was formed for 
them to execute; or, on the contrary, *whe- 
ther they were to be ſent out with extraordi- 
nary and * powers.“ To 


every fear confirmed. They therefore argued, 
being an adjourned” queſtion, ought to be 
taken up preciſely on the ſame ground it ſtood 


which dught, by all the rules of order, to be 


that the directors wanted nothing more than a 
conference with proprietory to receive their ad- 
vice, and conduct meaſures accordingly; but, 
that this amendment / fairly ſhewed them, 


court into giving more power to the directors 


n 


hui to render his motion more comprehenſive 


buy trick or ſurpriſe; that if they had been fo in- 


of proprietors; but on the cantrary, great care 


ade os Til + 
10 theſe arguments it was D <« that 
there was no impropriety or inconſiſtence in 

iy the amendment propoſed; that on the contrary, 
the mover of the queſtion had laid his ground | 
for this amendment at the laſt court, by de- 
dlaring his wiſh, that any gentleman would aid 


and deciſive; that he had fully conſidered the 
matter during the week's; adjournment, and 
had formed it, to the beſt of his abilities, for 
hat he conceived to be the true intereſt f 

tte company. It was alſo argutd, that there 
Was no ſort of complexity in the quęſtion 4 
- mended for in caſe it ſhould be decided by 
the ballot, that a ſuperviſion. is inenpedient, 
gen the reſt of the queſtion fell entirely to the 

' ground; that every part of the directors cons 
duct was diametricaliy oppoſite to any wiſh, 
much leſs. any attempt, to lead the proprictors 


clined, they had a precedent even for filling up 
the commiſſion before they applied to the court 


had been taken ta bring the matter as entire 
and as unembarraſſed as poſſible before the 
general court for à full and fair diſcufſion ; 
that it was FOI to make the MI as 

| comprihenſive 1 
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comprehenſive as poſſible, to enable the direc-. 
tors to treat properly with the men who might 
be thought fit to execute the commiſſion z for 
chat great difficukies had occurred for two 
| years paſt on this ſubje&t z applications having 
been made by many gentlemen of known. abili- 
ties, who had ſhewn reluftance to undertake ſueh 
a commiſſion, principally becauſe of the limited 
powers which they thought were veſted in the 
' Propoſers ; that even the late ſuperviſion had 
not gone out without a plan; but that this 
plan would be now more compleat by having 
time to collect the nature of the abuſes. 


| ber (ſeveral of which had em comg 00 light, 


1 luſt winter) and to digeſt it more regularly. 


Though thoſe anſwers . 


bſtetactory, or in confutation to what had been 


advanced on the oppoſite ſide, they were all 


chat were offered on this day, the grand bu- 


| fineſs of which was, to ſpin it out till the houſe | 


| thinned, and then put the queſtion, . 
On the holding up of hands on this queſtion L 


remember you declared upon your honour, you 
could not well tell © whether this bere fide, or 


dat there fide had it : therefore you called for 
| a diviſion. Sir J. Hodges was appointed teller 


for the ayes (a thing too rather unuſual on his 


| EL 22 Þ | 
at; ) abd ſo eager was he to execute”. . 
this favourite commiſſion, that he loſt his uſual 
duplicity in concealing i it, for „grinning horri- 
bly a ghaſtly ſmile,” he declared a majority of , 
fevoiteen in favour of the amended queſtion. - | 
The motion being thus decided, it was 
| propoſed, on account of the lateneſs of the 
day, to adjourn the conſideration of it to the 
Wedneſday following, which was accordingly | 
done, and on that day, the whole of the queſtion- 
(ſeemingly ſo fabricated by the ' proprietors, 
though all the work. of J ſecret mae 
ſtood thus 
- 6 That this court do agree with the court 
of directors in their opinion, that the preſent 
ſtate of the company's affairs at Bengal, Fort 
St. George, and Bombay, doth require a ſu- 


perintending commiſſion with extraordinarx 


powers, and that it be referred to the | equrt? 
of directors to prepare ſuch commiſſion, re- 
commend proper perſons to carry the ſame into 
execution, * report e ne to” a 
general court,” 
As the queſtion now was thus pieced F every 
reſpect to your mind, the independent proprietors 
| exerted themſelves on this day to prevent it's 
| ben carried ä Smith, Mr. 
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1 Maitee, nud Mr. Creighton. They unged, 
<< that the diſobedience of their ſervants abroad 
was often owing to the Enorance of direction 
at home, whoſe orders, if executed, would be 
very detrimental to the company. Here they 
gave ſome inſtances relative to the chent, and 
ſending home bullion. They then proved the 
want of confidence ſhewn by direction wich 
their allies abroad, by ſuffering Chundeſaid's. 
family to be given up to Hyder Naig at Ma- 
draſs ; that this forfeiture'of theit honour could 
not fail of alienlating Mahomed Ally's affec- 
tions from us, as Chundeſaib was his compe- 
titor for the ſubaſnip of the Carnatic.” 
That they could not well blame their ſer- 
vants abroad for the abuſes laid to their charge, 
ings: -they themſelyes were, in fact, the pro- 
moters of it, by a mode of ſupplying their 

ſettlements with writers who diſhonoured their 
patronage ; that formerly that charafer was 
honourable, and the event juſtified that appel - 
lation. They were then plain docile, mer- ; 
cantile - youths, Who, by great attention to 4 

buſineſs, increaſe of knowledge, and frugality, 

generally roſe, by progreſlive-ſteps, to the firſt 

ſituations; and the company's affairs, under , 

ſuch agents, proſpered accordingly ; that 
- | | Now * 


/ 


Dp: -- 
now the caſe was quite altered — Perſons were 
ſent out no way qualified, or initiated in mer- 
cantile affairs, mere Macaroni merchants — 


* fit only for capering in a lady's chamber to 


« the laſcivious pleaſing of a lute,” with no 
othet view than to encreaſe their own fortunes 
by every ſpecies of plunder. That this was 
no exaggerated account, for that the very great 
intereſt nom made to procure that employ- 


ment fully proved it; as lately appeared by 


a peereſs (Lady Bute) who forewent all the 
dignity of her character to ſolicit, in the moſt 


conciliating terms, ſuch a place for her for.” 
Under all this abuſe of directorial power, 


ſaid they, can it be imagined, extended as your 


affairs now are, can poſſibly proſper ? Surely, 


no | Be more uniform then in your manner; 
make examples of ſuch of your 'ſervarits, with- 
out diſtinction, who have peculated, or other- 
wiſe betrayed their truſts”; let your laws be 
carefully reviſed, and then let them operate 


with equal juſtice on all; -let the poor miſcra- 


ble natives have equal advantages of trade, 
and convince them you are only their protec- 


tors, not their tyrants: in ſhort, act with more 
vigour and impartiality behind the bar, and 
there will be little or no occaſion for a ſuper- 

5 * ne 
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intending commiſſion, which may heal the evils 
complained of only for a time, to break out 
with redoubled violence.” | 

Such an informed inveſtigation. into your 
affairs, opened with candour, and a deſire to [ 
benefit the general good of the company, | 
could not be met, even by you, in the line of 
oppoſition : you, therefore, aſſured the court, 
that they might model the queſtion as they 
pleaſed, either taking it as it ſtood, or dividing 
it into two or more propoſitions ; for that you, 


wich the court of directors, had nothing in 


view but the good of the conipany, and alf. 

charging your truſt with fidelity.” _ 
Whether Mr. Creighton, Who, upon all oc. 

cafions, has ſhewn great knowledge, as well 


as great attention, to the company's affairs; 


was duped fot the moment by fo Jpecious a 
declaration, or whether he ſaw through your 


drift, and wanted to ſurprize you in the cri- 


tical minute, I cannot determine, either way, 


he ſhewed his defire to ſerve the company; 


for he inſtantly ſcized on the opportunity, and, 
complimenting your candour for ſuch a de. 
elaration, faid, * that eyery gentleman pre- 
feat ought, to meet a propoſition, ſo fait with 


equal | ireegons ; 2 he, thererefore, moved an 


am E..-. ., amendment 


IL 26. 1 


mendment, to keep to the two firſt parts of 
the queſtion, and leave out Sir James en 0 


addition. 
Little expecting this, r confeſſion was 


palpable; ; infomuch ſo, that on Mr. Creigh- 


ron's motion being ſeconded, and ſpoke to 
very ſpiritedly, you. was full bree quarters of. 
an hour before you could arrange your ideas 
clear enough to put the queſtion in order; 
however, ſome recruits appearing at this time, 
rallied your drooping ſpirits, and, the queſtion; 
being put, it paſſed in the n, to N 
very viſible fatisfaCtion, | 

This queſtion, the Wedneſday following, 
coming to be tried by hall, it.is needleſs to in- 
form the intelligent proprietor it was carried 
ro your mirmeſt wiſhes. | This is the line of 
battle where you would deſire to meet all 


your. Opponents z as here all your ancæuytes 


can be practiſed with more ſafety, ſecreſy, 
and certainty: for inſtance, a gouty, or other 
wiſe infirm pioprietor, who probably would 
not chooſe to riſque his health by ſixting five 
or ſix hours, i in a cold general court, can be car- 
ried i in a cloſe chair, to a warm balloting room, 
and meet with no delay; a number of country 
8 _— who would chooſe to re- 


: ; on turn 
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turn the ſame day they come to town, areoften 
' deprived of doing ſo, by the fate ſitting of a 
general court; whereas, on a ballet, they can 
chooſe their own hour: the ladies too, whoſe 
delicacy forbids them mingling» with men in 
the hour of debate and reſolution,” 7 with 
the greateſt propriety and decorum, ſupport a 
ballot by their vote; in ſhort, ſuch are the 
conveniences, together with the corrupted 
currents of this world,“ that, give you but 
time and opportunity 0 play off the engines 
of your influence, you are always as fure of 
gaining a majority in Leadenhall- ſtreet, as the 
inn 
aſſembly. HOW 10-5 1 

Having thus given a rea? fepcefchtütlöt öf 
your conduct in carrying this queſtion of ſu- 
perviſorſhip, it will be neceſſary to review ſome 
of the apparent motives which influenced your. 
conduct on this occaſio. 

When you found it neceſſary to 1 bn 
queſtion: originally, your grand object was, (o 
contrive every part of it ſo, as to let it appear 
an act of proprietary recommended to direction: 
for this purpoſe, on the firſt meeting, you 
ſeemingly came with clean bands into the court, 
and told the .proprietors to give you ſome 
grounds to build upon; all you ſaid, ſome- 

E 2 | « thing 
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thing was neceffary to be done but, what, muſk 
reſt with themſelves ; that pandourꝰ to your 
ambition and his own, (having a ſon in the 
Eaſt India ſervice) was the perſon appointed to 
betray the rights of the proprietary—by arts 
too black to mention, and ſome of them too 
deep to be came at, you ſucceeded, ſtep by 
ſtep, till you had gained every thing you had 
formed to yourſelf on the firſt out- ſet. The 
deſideratum thus obtained, the conſequences 
are eaſily deduced ; you have now the framing 
8 commiſſion, with extraordinary powers, for the 
future government of fiſteen million of people; 
and what thoſe powers will be, are eaſily de- 
. duced from the whole tenor of your life, where 
ile has. prevailed over erery ay, w_ 
over eyery feeling, 
By the a 
likewiſe entruſted with the recommendation of © 
proper perſons ta carry this commiſſion into execu- | 
$02, 2 latitude that numbers are almoſt inſuffi - 
cient to calculate the depredations it may give 
birth to, where your hungry dependents, with 
thoſe of your brothers in iniquity, will not only 
be s wiſh et erte bus | 
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- their dependents — - dependents - — had almoſt 
ſaid, ad infinitum. | 
It is true, indeed, we are, in ſome reſpet, 
_ comforted: by the clauſe in the tail of the queſ- 
tion, where the directors are obliged . 10 re- 
port their proceedings to, a general court,” could 
any comfort ariſe from that quarter: but, alas 
as Pope ſays, what muſt be the prieſts where 
the god is a monkey ?” in ſhort, what muſt the 
majority of a General Court be, when Cor x- 
BROOKE, and CORRUPTION NF their de- 
terminations? | 
But I muſt quie-chis üble to turn to one 
of a more important nature, would to God I 
could ſay, for the ſake of many innocent hun- 
dteds, a leſs iniqvitpus ane ; and iat is, your 
Poſtponing the half-yearly dividend, uſually 
ſettled at Michaelmas, to Chriſtmas next; an 
act, that in it's variety of fatal conſequences, 
+, blurs the very grace of Modeſty, and calls 
Paw hypocrite :” But that I may take in re- 
view the whole of this anfeeling proceedure, it 
will be neceſſary to recur to the proceedings of 
laſt October, as this retrogreſſion will ſet the 
whole of your conduct in that real point of 
view, though not the moſt amiable the trueſt 
medium to be looked at. Ig 


. | 

At that time Mr. Manſhip, a gentleman of 
great notoriety in the numerical world, and re- 
peatedly allowed to be ſo both from the inſide 
and outſide the bar, fet himſelf ſingly in op- 
poſition againſt the other twenty-three directors 
relative to the then dividend; he affirmed 
ce their caſh account was falſely ftated, that in 
their eſtimates they had over-vaJued many ar- 
ticles which were fubje& to great lofſes, and 
that, above all, the period it was brought up to 
was eritical; as towards the latter end of the 
ſame month the debtor fide would be charge- 
able with many payments." 
Theſe arguments, urged on the ſide* of cau- 
tion, and attention to the welfare and prof- 
perity of the company, were principally over 
ruled by you, who, though not in the direction, 
_ preſerved every influence behind the bar which 
the weight of money and connections could give 
you, and all this for the purpoſes of keeping up 
the ſtock; not that the intereſt of the compa- 
ny, in the ſmalleſt inſtance, operated as an I 
object, but that having great property of your , | 
own at that time in the Eaſt India funds, you 
was determined, let what will be the conſe- 
quences, to keep it up till ſuch time as you 
n it more — intereſt 1 lower i It. 


For 


11 
Por this purpoſe, you, at the head of eight 
more proprietors, called a general court, in 
which you had intereſt enough, in the then 
capacity of a common proprietor, to over-rule 
Mr. Manſhip's motion, and have the half 
yearly dividend confirmed at fax one-fourth per 
cent. and not ſatisfied with this, by way of 
triumph to the manceuvre, at the ſame time, 
obtained a vote of thanks from the 11 
proprietary. | 
Notwithſtanding you had thus 8 your 
point, ſeveral proprietors, who had formed 
their knowledge upon more permanent and ſa- 
tisfactory informations than are uſually picked 
up in general courts, ſaw that the time was 
approaching, when Eaſt India ſtock muſt fall, 
in proportion to the unnatural violence with 
which it was repelled, they, conſequently, had 
prudence enough to guard againſt the event; 
whilſt others, who looked at things hut ſuper - 
ficially, and thought themſelves ſecured by 
the nominal price of dividend, ſat down, like 
the dreamers in the South-Sea, e con- 
tented. | 1 * 
| But money, Ike water, vill never mount 
above it's leyel; the heavy bills drawn upon 
Lirection from, Ben gal, the indemnity on teas 


expiring, 
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expiring, together with the annual payment of 


400;0001:; to government, all coming down, al- 
moſt at one period, proved Mr. Manſhip's for- 
mer aſſertions to be judiciouſſy founded, and 
ſtock accordingly fell, in a very little time. 
above twenty-five: per cent. to the ruin of 4 
number of families, who derived their N 
10 ſupport from this ſource. 
Conſcious tliat you were the cauſe of al this 
miſchief, another man, leſs an adept in this 
ſpecies of guilt, would have deſerted the chair, 
at leaſt for a time, to avoid a congreſs with a 
people, a number of whom he had thus des | 
ſignedly ſtripped of their property, ſome of 
them to the utter rum of themſelves and fami- 
Bes; but you had that about you' which wis 
very capable of reverſing that adage of Ho- 
race, Mins conſci ibi mali, nia palleſeer? 
_enlpz.” Tou knew your profitieney in guilt, 
and appecred at the general Wine court on 3 
uy 23d of: September laft. 
It would be laughable, to tlie laſt Ae 
were not the conſequences ſo ittiportantly ſefl- 
ous, to paint you in the Tidiculous ſirvation I 
you ſtood in that day. You treqvently put 4 
me in mind of a highwaythan on his firſt ex- 
2 amination before Sir John” Fielding, Who, 
* = — though Þ 
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though he, às well as the party robbed, were 
conſeious of his guilt, yet, ſtruggling for 
life, would attempt proving an alibi, or graſp 
at any ſhadow of exculpation; but leaſt the 
world ſhould loſe ſuch an original picture ( though 


the peculative part will never be eraſed from 


many a ſuffering boſom) I ſhall venture to 


give it to them, as near as I can, from the life. 


When the court met, and the clerk had pre- 
pared the way for his ſovereign to riſe, you got 
up, and; with an beftalion which ſufficiencly 
marked your guilt, 8 n 3 1 a 
ceed eds 5 

. That you was commiſſioned, dy thi oh 
of directors, to acquaint the proprietors that 


they could not recommend any dividend for 


Chriſtthas next, which they were propetly qua- 
lified to do by act of parliament; and, in ſhort, 
you thought this bere way was fo much the bet- 
ter in future, as nothing but certain value 
would be brought up tothe caſh account, and 
people would know, with more | preciſion, 
vbat chey had to depend upon. 
That the directors had, at preſent, no caſh 


in hand, but that they had entered into 4 ne- 
gociation with government to lend them a ſum 


. o their WISE OI bere wants came 
89 like 


1 3 


like a thunder clap upon them, unknown to 


any body, till the treaſurer had told you there 


was not a ſous in the cheſt, and many bills 


preſented for payment which you knew no- 


thing about, as the former court of directors 


had accepted them without informing 90 of 


it. 


come upon them for, in the dark, the indem- 


nity on teas; nor could any of them foreſee 


it, becauſe the agreement had been entered in- 
to ſome years back, That the eſtimates of 


Taft year were made out clearly, fairly, and. 


honourably; although it would have been more 
to the honour of the laſt court of directors, 


if they had been made out more clearly, faitly, 


and honourably; but that was nothing to this 
here purpoſe, all theſe diſtreſſes were owing to 
the bills from Bengal, which you would! have 


been for proteſting, had you -been behind the. 


bar when they were preſented for acceptance.” 


Though. the bulk of the proprietary were 


prepared, by the previous fall of ſtock, for 
the lowering of the dividend, they were petri- 


fied at your effrontery in ſaying you could ſtrike 


no dividend at all, and much more ſo, at the 


ment you uſed to uren that opinion— 
4 2 — | 


_ « Beſides all this, a very large * had 


| 


ws head p< — © 


ha os HH RN = — FF, ww 


* 


U 


I 
arguments the moſt abſurd, contradictory, and 
unfair that perhaps were ever attempted to be 
played off againſt the underſtandings of man- 
kind. Mr. Creighton very ſpiritedly told you 
ſo, previouſly aſking you, whether you was 
not afraid of the . ſpectres of the widow and 
fatherleſs haunting you for what you had done.“ 
He likewiſe ſhewed, to the full conviction of 
the unbiaſſed part of the court, that the di- 
rectors muſt, from the nature of things, have 
been in poſſeſſion of the ſecret of their pre- 
ſent embarraſſments ſome years ago; for that 
the intelligence of the Bengal bills had come 
to their hands ſo far back as the year 1770, 
and that the indemnity on tea was ſubject to 
a very nice calculation ; - we muſt therefore, 
ſays he, look for the cauſe of our diſtreſſes' 
elſewhere, and he was much afraid they would 
be found behind the bar.“ 

He then adverted to the year 1769, and 
called upon the deputy chairman to know, 
whether he had not then, at his own deſire, 
put an eſtimate into his hands, ſnewing that, 
by the agreement with government, the com- 
pany muſt run in debt at leaſt 300, ooo l. per 
ann. more than they owed at that time; that 
it was true he had taken the war in the Car- 
F * natic, 


.. - fix one fourth per cent. in contradiction to the 
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natic into that calculation, but the eourt 
would remember that, at the laſt two gene- 
ral courts, the deputy chairman had again and 
again recited extra expences abroad, far ex- 
cxeding what he had ſtated for the Carnatie 
war in that calculation, and therefore he muſt 
_ ill believe his calculation was right till he 
ſaw it proved otherwiſe ; he called loudly' on 
the directors to ſay why they had not before 
made the conſtituents acquainted with their 
pPreſent ſituation, which they muſt have fore- 
ſeen at leaſt twelve maths" het guilty 
ſilence held their tongues.” _ 

He then deſired the coverings of a ge- 
neral court, called laſt October by you, might 
be read, which was accorgingly done, and 
contained the vote of thanks to the court of 
directors, for recommending a dividend of 


| qpinion of a very accurate director, who af- 
firmed the caſh account was falfly ſtated; Here 
he arraigned the whole conduct of the court 
for ſeveral years back in a very fpirited and 


* _ judicious manner; and, after having held up 


All your malverſations, for ſome time, to the 
public view of the proprietary, concluded, þy 
propoſing the following queſtion : 4 
i ha e 
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«© That a committee of nine proprietors, ace; 
tually poſſeſſed of five hundred pounds ſtock, 
or upwards, be choſen by - ballot, to inſpect 
into the general ſtate of the company's affairs, 
and report the ſame to a general court.“ 
Had all been fair and hohourable' within, 
you muſt have acquieſced under ſo candid a 
propoſal ; for, taking the ſtate of the com- 
pany's affairs upon your own ground, what 
had you to fear from it? Here was a point 
you way miſtaken in, and, in conſequence of 
that miſtake, reduced to a very great dilem- 
ma. In that ſituation, What could be more 
natural, and equitable, than to conſign, for a 
time, the inveſtigation of the cauſes which 
produced this embarraſſment into the hands of 
nine ſelected men, perſons diftinguiſhed for 
venturers on the ſame bottom with yourſelf ? 
Though I. do not think you in the poſſeſſion 
of any great abilities, yet I will do you the 
credit to. ſuppoſe you have ſenſe enough to 


fall in with the propriety of this'propoſal, was 


pou not afraid of ſome inveſtigations which 
you would not chooſe ſhould ſee the light, was 
you not afraid of ſome black a#iow, which you 

yourſelf would be compelled, *% even to the 
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teeth, and forehead of your N to glve i in 
evidence.“ | 

I am catfciently grounded in chinking ſo, 
from whatever point of view I look at your 
conduct in this affair, whether from your own 
confuſſed apology, from the real ſtate of facts, 
which were reſtored to my memory by Mr. 
Creighton ; and, above all, by [your wincing 
from ſo candid a motion the inſtant it was pro- 
poſed : your objections, I remember, were, 
that ſuch a motion would be productive of 
much diffidence between the inſide, and out- 
fide the bar, as well as diſable adminiſtration 
from knowing whom 'to treat with, the di- 
rectors or the committee. 

In regard to the firſt part of your fears, I 
ſhould be glad to know © why create a diffi- 
_ dence?” hen you and the reſt of the directors 
had ſubſtantially told the proprietary, you did 
not know how to act: ſurely it was then neceſ- 


ary for the outſide of the bar, who are poſſeſſed 


alike of the publicproperty, to interfere with 
their advice - a bankrupt, by this rule, may, 
with equal juſtice, be diffident of his aſſignees. 


The other part of your objection falls into 


the ſame line of abſurdity, © that it would 


diſable ann. to know whom to treat , | 


+ 25 wit h, 
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with, the directors or the committee 5 for 
though the committee was willing, for their 
own ſecurity, to inſpect into the ſtate of their 
. own caſh, &c. they did not want to inter- 
fere in any other parts of your directorial of- 
fice; nor could government, on any pretence 
whatever, be miſtaken where to apply, as 
they could not either legally, or officially, treat 
with any other perſons but yourſelves: but 
Error is talkative; and where nothing is meant 
to be done, ſomething muſt be ſaid. 
I could readily perceive, the ſeconding this 
motion of Mr, Creighton's gave you ſome un- 
ealineſs ; but you were, in ſome reſpect, pre- 
pared for the worſt ; you had your truſty 
centinel on the outſide the bar, who care- 
fully watched over every . circumſtance that 
would militate againſt the plan previouſly re- 
hearſed to him: he was punctual; and though 
I cannot ſtrictly ſay he performed his duty, I 
will be bold to ſay, he did his bu/ineſs. 

And here I find myſelf under the neceſſity 
of doing juſtice to the worthy knight, who filled. 
this honourable employment the court day be- 
fore, by thus publickly declaring it was not 
him; and indeed many reaſons concurred why. 
he ſhould be, for awhile, miſplaced. The 
Bree DL Ix tl knight, 


\ 


"= 


knight, when poſted on his former duty, 
 ſhewed too much warmth of temper, as well 
as too conſpicuous a zeal to ſerve his employers y = 
in conſequence of which he was immediately - 
known to be a mercenary ; beſide, the dignity 
of his title, and the remarkableneſs of his per- 
ſon, rradily pointed him out; and, if we add 
to all this, the recency of the tranſaction, we 
muſt all allow you to have ſhewn yourſelf the 
ſkilful general in the remove. 6 
But as I chooſe to mention the preſent cen · 
tinel by his title rather than his name, I will 
call him your Ir v (or little Imp) and a faith 
ful one he was his conduct ſhewed ; for no 
ſooner he heard the motion, but he collected 
all his abilities to oppoſe it, by endeavouring 
to take the whole of the arguments in oppo- 
ſition to pieces, and by ſtepping out of the 
dryneſs of his profeſſion, to be comical in the 
mangling of a very trite anecdote—the warmth 
of his efforts plunged him into obſcurities 
and error; he was beſides ſore from a Kick of 
Mr, Creighton's, which, though not particu- 
larly levelled at him, happened to take place 
on a wound which had not been ſufficiently 
ſkinned over, theſe operating, at one time, en- 
creaſed his roaring, to the "confuſion of yo 
and 


| * 
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ahd the reſt of the 24 in the heres; has 


to the pity and contempt of the independent 
part of the proprietors, ' as to be harmleſs, 
though by ed nen 
compaſſion. * 
Finding himſelf thus foiled in dethieinions 
he had recourſe to numbers, the laſt, yet too 
certain, reſource of corruption; not but he 
often attempted to convince, from his oratory; 
previous to this diſpoſition; but finding that, 


by every effort, he got more and mote em- 
baraſſed; and obſerving, from the ſneers of 
many about him, that they looked upon the | 
man who talked loudeſt of his honour, when 


it was unimpeached, not to be over burthened 
with it, he ſlunk into his ſeat, and immediately 


afterwards produced * fat in the nn, 


queſtion. - 


The avidity with which you tated over 


for this, as well as the ſettled joy which ap- 
peared in your countenance on the occaſion, 


* 


would have ſufficiently unveiled the intereſt 


you bore in it's ſucceſs, had it not been pre- 
viouſly 'diſcovered by the too forward part 
your induſtrious agent ſnared in the whole of 
the debate. However, as the laſt puſh they 
'6 e 


Us 
Is 


Hons, as the nature of your office - implies, 
added with that candour, ingenuity, and at · 
tention, which are ſo highly neceſſary to con- 
ſtitute the character of chairman of one of 


every unforſeen calamity, eve 
might affect your finances, would, if not re- 


CS. 


e ee outſide. the 


bar, ſet themſelves powerfully .in oppoſition to 
itz by feelingly recounting the miſeries which 
would accrue from dividend lying ſo long in 
a ſtate of uncertainty—their honeſt endeavours 


were fruitleſs; and à large majority of pro- 
prietors, like the wiſe parliament of Crom- 
well, by their vote, implicitly gave up their 


5 IR ee eee 
Had you, FEY n 


the greateſt trading companies in the world, 
and acquainted your conſtituents, ſtep by ſtep, 
of every material occurrence which affected, 
or was likely to affect, their property, then 
ry caſualty which 


medied, be not laid at your door; and you 
would have the conſolation (which is deater 
to a good man than every thing this world 
can produce) of having done your duty in 
an important ſituation, and having received 

N from 
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from your conſtituents this heart- felt eulogium, 
Well done thou good and faithful ſervant/” 

But, as you have acted, what a falling off 
is here —Inſtead of ſeizing on the firſt mo- 
ment of remedying the horrible crimes com- 
mitted by your ſervants in Bengal, &c. inſtend 
of calling a general court, and laying your 
firſt diſpatches before them, and honeſtly aſk- 
ing their advice for the ſpeedieſt and moſt 
effectual remedies, ' you wnfeelingly permitted 
the robber and the murderer to ſtalk abroad 
wich impunity, nor were you rouſed till the 
voice of oppreſſion and blood cried "_ wy 
| vengeance in a court of proprietary. 
Wnen you were at laſt rouſed told ad ef 5 


juſtice, how have you acted ? Have you come be - 
fore your conſtituents with contrition for what 


you have done, or a ſteady purpoſe to make 
up for the paſt by the future? No! like your 
grand architype in profit and loſs, Mr. Thomas 
Inkle, of ſpeZ7atorial memory, you avail yourſelf 
of your conſtituents misfortunes, and riſe in 
your demands in proportion to their ſufferings; 
hence, though you Jeeminghy acquainted the ge- 
neral court their advice was all you wanted, 
and that the mode of redreſs was at their op- 
6 tion 
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tion to model as they pleaſe, yet your influenee 
- operated directly contrary through the docility 
and attention of your agents. 

Ignſtead then of | the miſerable. e of 
Bengal, Fort St. George, and Bombay—after 

a ſeries. of oppreſſions, expecting redreſs, let 

us ſee what this redreſs is likely to be. 

. Superviſors will be. appointed, principally 
& your chooſing, with a long train of hungry 
dependents, perſons, in all probability, unac- 

quainted with the country, it's laws, or 
grievances.— Let me aſk then upon what 

principle theſe people go out? When the cal- 
culations are ſix to one againſt a man's ever 
returning, when the extreme heat of the cli- 
mate muſt be very diſagreeable to an European 
conſtitution, and, above all, when the tear- 
ing himſelf from connexions at home muſt be 
very painful. Under all theſe diſadvantages, | 
jt is more than probable, you will get none to 
accept this commiſſion, flattering as it is in 
many circumſtances, but thoſe whoſe ſituations 
are not the moſtcomfortable here, or thoſe who 
have ſet up Mammon for their idol? — Un- 
der either deſcription what muſt become of the 


poor natives e * expenſive tables, 
and 


| Wo 

and numerous perquiſites, are the ſuperviſor's 
immediate appointments—but who. will take 
upon him to. count chat — 
ſecret exactions? 4 ; 
| It-is by vo means difficult-for a perſon, to- 
lerably acquainted with human nature, and 
with the latitude of ſuch an extenſive commiſ- 
ſion, to figure to himſelf the private language 
of a ſuperviſor on this occaſion. 

May he not ſay G : 
fon this employment, through the intereſts of y 
my friends, who have exerted their every ſinew 
for this purpoſe, and from whom, after ſuch 
obligations, I never can expect further favour, 
how then am I to avail myſelf of this ſituation, 
which I am to look on as my dernier reſource? 
Is it not my intereſt to proportion my emolu - 
ments to their trouble (perhaps to their er- 
pence.) Thave examples of many in ſubordinate 
ſituations to mine, who, in the courſe of a 
few years, have gleaned from this ſpot not 
only riches but dignity for life, and who now 
live ſplendidly, open to no reproach, but that 
of their own conſciences? and ſhall I, placed 
tt the fountain head, with unlimitted power 
ff... ⁵¾ . ] · OH 
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in my hand, — in my power 
to do ure. * 
As we e neee to win us over 
to the ſide we previouſly decide on, he might 
be this time warm himſelf not only to the 
pruglence'of entiching himſelf at any rate, but 
the propriety, and-juftice of it; * for,” continues 
be have I hicherto born the blights of for- 
tune wich ſome degree of conſtancy; and ſtiall 
Ino turn my back upon Her, when ſhe ſhines 
in her meridian ſplendor ? Shall Providence, 
bo has hitherto chaſtened me, no doubt, for 
it's bwn wiſe purpoſes, by the frowns of ad- 
yerviry, think proper now, in return, to re- 
uurd me? wund ſfall I flight ſuch proffertd 
gramm Oh, 0 there is 4 tide in the affairs of 
men, Which, taken at the flood, leads on to 
fortune— omitted = the voyage is bound in 
ſhatiows, and in miſeries. On ſuch a full ſea 
am i no rt float, nor will I loſe my venture. 
But that 1 ſhould not have my own ima- 
gination, under the imputation of being over- 
heated on this occaſion, and . aſcribe ſentiments 
to others they may not poſſeſs, Tet us recur 
to the tranſations of our company, a few years 
back, and they will furniſh us with a recent 
: — 


Y » 
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nn will cams bone to * man's 
breaſt. 

i When Lord Clive ——_ over to W i 
his appointments were made out, as deſirable, 
and ſpleadid, as any perſon, intent en in- 
creaſing his fortune, could reaſonably expect. 
His annual ſalary was ſix thouſand pounds, 
and his jaghire was. to be continued to him 
for ten years. The reaſons. for ſo large an ap- 
pointment were not ill founded, and calculated 
to operate on a grateful. heart; as by it be 
was ſuppoſed to be raiſed above the attentian 
to any matters but what applied to the good 
of the company; he was likewiſe particularly 
bound not to trade in any ſhape, nor to re- 
ceive any other . whatever from his 

office. 
But how did he 2 Ke 3 of 
the company? He had no ſooner ſet foot in 
Bengal, but he, and his aſſociates, monopo- 
lized the trade in beetle nut, ſalt, and tobac- 
co, which, by. their inſtructions, they were 
expreſiy ordered by the company to reſtore to 
the natives, as it had been previouſſy found a 
principal ſource of the diſorders which Pre- 
vailed in that country. — The noble Lord -had 
are 


| [ 48 1 | 
five ſhares ; the value of each amounting ts 
three or four thouſand pounds a year, bis 15 
friends enjoyed the reſt. 
Thus were the grievances of the natives 
redreſſed! A tyrant was ſent amongſt them, 
| whoſe milder government was plunder and 
exaction; whilſt we at home were draining our 
coffers to ſupport ſuch iniquitous purpoſes. — 
What reaſon have we then for ſuppoſing that 
other men will behave with more reſerve and 
moderation, when we ſee before us, in this in- 
ſtance, a mind which had every inducement 
to be honeſt, debauched by excefs of power? 
But we are told, in the preſent ſuperviſion, 
we ſhall have fix principals to be a check on 
the rapacity of each other? But is it ſuppoſ- 
able theſe fx will be more ready to concut 
in opinion, 'where ſome of their intereſts may 
not be ſo immediately concerned as others? 
or that even, in points of common advice, ab- 
ſtrated from their intereſt, their conceptions | 
of matters will ſo mutually ene as to 
operate unanimouſiy? | 
I remember, about three years ago, ads 
the late ſuperviſion was on foot, a very re- 


markable inſtance of the force of diſagreement _ 
2 n 


1 
of two of the ſuperviſors (though there was 
but zbree in all) about the mode of collecting 
the duties. Mr. Scrafton declared, under hi: 
hand, that none were fit for collectors of thoſe 
duties but blacks ; becauſe the odĩium of op 
preſſion would fall upon the natives rathe. 
than upon the Engliſh; never conſidering,” at 
the ſame time, that the great end of their 
miſſion was to extirpate all oppreſſion. Mr. 
Vanſitart, another ſuperviſor, roundly aſſerted 
| that. whites were the only perſons that oughx 
to be employed. What: proſpect was there 
then of theſe two ſervants of the company be- 
nefiting it by their ſervices ? God knows what 
may be conſequences of a diſſenſion ſo ſtrongly 
ſupported by ſuch unlimited powers, did not 
the grave ſoon after cover them from ſuch a 
trial, there too let their other errors be buried 
in oblivion. 
Theſe facts 8 we not bold in 
. what will. follow? We ſhall be 


obliged ſoon after to ſend out a ſecond com- 
miſſion to rectify the abuſes of the preſent, and 
ſo on without end, till we are, like the Dutch 
Eaſt India company, obliged to veſt ſome one 
R power; a plan, by which 
. H a few'” 


1 
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« few overgrown individuals will be enabled 
to ſwallow up all property, and to become, 
ee „ the n. of the 
company. /' 

- But — ones thi painful proſper, 
by the embarraſſed ſituation of your affairs ar 
preſent; for though your grand object was to 
diftreſs| the company by the appointment of 


'  @ ſuperviſion, which you may manage as you 


4 turning, aſſuming the ſhapes of Proteus, and 


pleaſe, I hope you have, like the fate of ma- 
my over ſanguine tnawing ones, run down the 
game to be poſſeſſed by another: government 
Aas watched you in the purſuit, and ſeeing you 
bave loſt your way, may take the hunted pro- 
prietary under it's own protection. 

But theſe are in ſome reſpect diſtant prof. 
pets, and may be looked on only in that 
light, when we compare them to your poſt- 
poning a Zeclaration of the dividend till (Chrift- 
"mas mut. I muſt confeſs myſelf under the 
greateſt temptation of being betrayed into 
Paſſion -whenever I think af this mancenyre, in 
whatever ſtage of it's tearing it preſonts itſelf. 
When 1 ſee a man continually ſhifting, and 


the duplicity of 2 Machiavel to bring about = 
a b * : 1 — the 
3 | 
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dhe betbeln of thouſands, wid 10 for the 
Bale of adding to a fortune, which he wants 
gnity to preſide over, ſpirit to enjoy. x. 
If one part of the proprietors were” not a8 
dead to all ſenſe of relle cion, as ochets were to 
the intereſt of the company, furely they, could 
never ſubſcribe to a vote, which gives you, and 
che telt of the directors, ſuch unlimited powers 
t 4c kill that period. 1 ſhall be probably 
tolcl d by vou, 281 have oſten been ſo before, in 
4 public court, of your candour, and bonefly, 
and hat if we will not thuſt your''court of 
directors, what will become of the company dv 
But T have truſted you too long, and found 
"98 Wrar? But, I will not ſoil my paper? 
Nor (was T permitted to whiſper one Cir- 
curiftance to your car) could you have affur- 
| ance 10 defire me to truſt you any longer. 
That eircurmſtanee mould be to remind you 
of your lite generous” attempt in monopolizing 
che article of allum; an action which carries 
every ſtigma of oppreſſion and diſhonour on 
the face of it, and which, in a country where 
equity triumphed” over the chicanery -of law, 
would reptobate you to the moſt ſevere, and 
condign puniſhments; but, I am, in ſome 
2 fo” 


from government—that you could, if not pre- 


* 
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ceſpedt, confoled i in my 4.9 on this occa- 


ſion, as I have juſt heard you, and your infa- 
mous adherents are likely to loſe forty thouſand 
pounds by the infernal ſpeculation. 1 
After this knowledge of what you are Ca- 
pable of doing when you have an opportunity, | 
I flatter myſelf, I am, in ſome reſpect, quali- 
fied to predict what may be your mancguyeres 
at chis critical jun&ure: Am I not juſtified | 
then in ſaying, that though you did not think | 
proper to declare the dividend on the 23d. of 
laſt. September, under the pretence of not 
Knowing how, the eſtimates would turn out, 


or what proſpect you had of getting money. 


ciſely certain, at leaſt give a very near gueſs— 


Does not this knowledge then give you an 
advantage over every one. outſide the bar, 
in the buying or ſelling ſtock during that time, R 
and will you not make uſe of fit? Have you got 
it in your power, during this undeclared ſtate 


of the dividend, to circulate reports, para- | 
-graphs, extracts of letters, wich all the long 
train of jobbing of which you are perfect maſ- 
ter of? and have you not likewiſe an opportu- 


nity, through your agents, which there - 


1 by 
be no dot hon will avail yourſelf, i 
ſuch and ſuch, commodities at your. fales, as 
you think moſt likely to, hear a price when 
the diy ent an declared. ,,, os xs a 
Such is the ſcene of gambling you haye,open- 
| ed for yourſelf, and the reſt of the directots in 
che ſecrets; till next Chtiſtmas; Which you 
have lived 300 long in the, Alley not to make 
the beſt uſe; of, particularſy as, like the reſt 
of your brother ſharpers, you have the ſupe- 
Bor advantages: of playing wich loaded dice 
in your pochets. When that period arrives to 
be ſute it will diſcoyer much; and many cre- 
qulous proprietors, ho now think the pomp - 
dous titles of Sir GZ CoLeBROOKE,Ba- 
nonzr Sir Jauss .CooxByRNE, BancohET, 
with twenty-two other directors of opulence 
and conſequence, as ſufficient pledges for 
their property may, in their turn, queſtion 
and arraign. ; But what will this ſignify,? 
the dice are thrown — Tou will have - 
differences in your pockets, and as to the 
| reſt—why, as your feeling. companion in the 
—_— es: and be dam- 
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t 
Tet though 1 Wire "thus meanly of youb 
Parts, 3 = the rare) mogen 
ſet 3 though 1 have 4 
8 Doerr gelleser, and 4 ft leſs 
of Jour” courage (Witnek the affair with Mr. 
Bolts) 1 mould never have ſtätionec you in 
due nichation Fes you, ' through 
yt chrracter more ——— da=-your 
Ficultier; theſe have teniptod me ro draw forch 
4 pen, through life} I chan. Ou, nuch bet - 
ver employed than in raking throngh che ac · 
"tins! of a] Colebrechee, though J chink, at 
Preſent, not altogetber unprofitabiy, ab it may 
den thee eyes of -ie-undiſcerning/to behold, 


" Four original beben, . has 
chan, 1 honour and "reſpett; it is a frſt ante 
character in any cDνtry, much more iſo ina 
commercial dne, whoſe ſine wo are only ſtrength- 
ned by, mutual exports; it is che mother of 
— Leamen, the friend of induſtry,” the parent 
of wealth, and the reſervoir of munifioence: 
in 2305 it is —— in every reſpect, 

worthy 


N N 
vorthy the txapſparts of the pen. n 


ſays, 7 UQY 5 „ cos „ in exert 21:1 
* prieſts pray for EI 

. © chem down.” £ 24 p40 43:7 2.5 + 
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What then ſhall L c% of 2062, You who have 
lefe chis fair Ration, unimpe led by any ocher 
conſideration. than the. Jult of lugre, to bat-. 
ter en 2 moor? hq haye departed. fram 
he broad haneſt line of induſtry, the walk of 
cepujable cammerce, to creep in the narrow 
windings af an, Allg s the lat fad refuge. of 
the vicious and unforwnate z where rig and. 
deceit ,conſtiture knowledge. and experience, . 
and where you can receive no benefit, hut at 
4he hands of diſtres. 

But it Iſcems you .ave abave ceprehenſion, 
and. « d-ſpiſe to E nn, in print 
that aniqadverts on ycur candu&z” that you 
are afraid to do ſo, I ill readily believe. 
but that you deſpiſe doing fa, is what 1 never 
| can; as Cogtempt generally implies a virtuous | 
mind turning it's back upon .calumny, nor 
am 1 holly. ſatisſied . you do ngt cake a 
peep at every thing chat is thrown out 2 
"- againſt you, from the apprehenſion of | 

thinking 


of encreaſing that wealth by honourable 


— : g 
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TY it may 2 Kill  wotſe. Under 
this ſuppoſition then Sit you down, and 


i Jet me wiring ycur heart, for ſo I ſhall if it 


be made of penetrable ſtuff, if damned cuſ- 
tom have not brazed it ſo, that it is. 29 
and bulwark againſt ſenſe.” ”* thy 
"From. the griping penury of your father, 
you firſt came into notice by the poſſeſſion 
of a fortune rarely the lot of an _ 


i fortune was ſb6n after conſiderablyencreaſ 
by the death of your elder brother, w 


gave along with it a title of - dignity.” In this 
air ovtſer of life, what an ornament might 
Jou have been to the mercantile world? But, 


2" you have acted, what a diſgrace! Inſtead 


means, inſtead of ſmoothing, - and Protect- 
ing the paths of commerce, inſtead of grati- 
fying thoſe fine feelings of benevolence, 
Which alone make large poſſeſſions enviable; 


inſtead of creating happineſs around you and 


looking forward, with an honeſt emulation, 
for a niche in the temple of city worthies— 


how have you turned your back upon them 
11 . 


tze 
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the, means, every opportunity .which- could 
preſent itſelf, within the verge * 1 
law. Welle 1609, 25 Sour a 6 8 
With bis Givourice | anxion. ever in your 
view, tho ſeveral tranſmutations of gold were, 
alternatth. exerted.; ſometimes you appeared 
under the character of a Jew broker trading 
in bullion, and lottery lictets; ſometimes as a 
banker, and Weſt India planter; one month 
you, would adopt the character of an Engliſh 


merchant, (as what deception will not vice 


make uſe of) for the purpoſes of whipping 
into an infamous + monopolizer the next: in 
ſhort, after ,many years going through this 

pantomime performance, you at laſt aſſumed 
the poſt of perpetual, e of the Eaſt India 
COMPANY» . -/ 

Here, fram the Re e of "ra behind 
che curtain, and conſequently knowing the 
moment you ſhould come on in your parts, 
you, . alternately, repreſented the characters of 
bull, and bear. In theſe, if you did not get 
reputation, you brought great receipts : the 
Alley was crowded every time you made your 
appearance, and you had the art of reverſing an 

obſervation long ſince founded, that of com- 
| I municating | 


| OA. 
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egg fetlings to others, chor 
ſeſſed none yourſelf: * . 
Jo cloſe the whole of: your character, wah 
long ſtudy," "and painful inveſtigation into 
the buſineſs of your profeſſion, after à proper 


diſtribution” of General Court puffs, you lately 


thought proper to appear in a New Trage of 
| Your own compoſing (and in "which you Per. 
tormed the part of 4 "principal Bull) where 
 withour the powers of elocution, the grace 5 
action, or dignity of paſſion, you not ohly 
cleared above 80, Oo0l. but impreſſed, upon a 
numerous audience, ſuch a lh ſenſe of your 
performance, as, in all 2 vill = 
cheir children's children.” gy Bk 

1 ſhall now diſmiſs you from | TREE: 
| which I begin to think you have blackened 
too long, with a word of caution; you (are 
entitled to this, as the moſt abandoned cha- 
rafters claim ſome mare of our pity: From 


long, and intimate knowledge of you, 1 


know you to be devoid of feeling. I flatter 
myſelf I ſhalt be credited for chis poſition when 
1 afſert, that I have ſeen the orphan, and the 
widow plundered by you unheeded = yet 


Ir me A R your” boſom has had 
| | calloſity : 
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calloſity to withſtand the filent eloquence of 
© 6 „ 2 f | | 
their unprotected condition, it may not be 
proof againſt ſome one oppreſſed hand, 
armed with wrongs, with vengeance, and 
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